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Localities. Donors. 


TURNIX BLANFORDI ........ Pegu. W. T. Blanford. 
Turnix blanfordi, Blyth, 
J.A SeB, xxxii. ps0: 


Order GERANOMORPHÆ. 


RALLUS INDICUS.........+.. | Calcutta Bazaar. | E. Blyth. 
Rallus indicus, Blyth, J. A. 
SABA xvill. p. 820. 


Order LIMICOLZE. 


LOBIVANELLUS CINEREUS.... | Calcutta Bazaar. | E. Blyth. 
Pluvianus cinereus, Blyth, 
J.A. 8. B. xi. p. 587. 


VII.—On the Birds of Tsu-sima, Japan. 
By Henry SEEBOHM. 


Tue following notes form a contribution towards the avifauna 
of Tsu-sima (or Twin Islands), a pair of islands, separated 
from cach other by a very narrow channel, situated in the 
Corean Straits, about halfway between the peninsula of Corea 
and Kiu-siu, the most southerly of the three large islands of 
Japan. They are principally based upon a small collection 
made by Mr. Holst. 

The birds of Tsu-sima, so far as they are yet known, are 
more nearly allied to those of Japan than to those of Corea. 
The greater number of the species are common to all three 
localities, although there are at least eight or nime species 
which are found in Tsu-sima and Japan, but have not been 
recorded from Corea. These are—Emberiza sulphurata, Zos- 
terops japonica, Emberiza ciopsis, Garrulus japonicus, Lanius 
superciliosus, Cettia cantans, Xunthopyyia narcissina, Terpsi- 
phone princeps, and probably Acredula trivirgata. On the 
other hand there are only three species recorded from Tsu-sims 
which are not known to occur in Japan: Pitta nympha, of 
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which the distribution in China requires further investiga- 
tion; Picus richardsi, only known from Tsu-sima, but very 
closcly related to a Corean species ; and Phasianus torquatus, 
the Common Ringed Pheasant of China. 

It is possible that these conclusions may have to be modi- 
fied when the birds of Tsu-sima, especially those of the 
northern island, are better known: 

The numbers placed before each name in the followmg 
list are those used in my ‘ Birds of the Japanese Empire.’ 


5. MERULA Fuscata. 

The Dusky Ouzel is a winter visitor to Tsu-sima. There 
are two examples in the collection—a male shot on the 22nd 
of January, and a female on the 15th of April. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as dark brown, the bill as 
greyish black, shading into pale yellow towards the base of 
the under mandible and on the edges of both mandibles, 
the inside of the mouth as rich yellow, and the legs and feet 
as brownish grey, paler at the back of the tarsus. 


6. MERULA NAUMANNI. 

The Red-tailed Ouzel is a winter visitor to Tsu-sima. 
There is a female in the collection, shot on the 20th of 
January. 


7. MERULA PALLIDA. 

The Pale Ouzel is a winter visitor to Tsu-sima. There is 
a female in the collection, shot on the 22nd of April. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as light brown ; the bill as 
dusky brown, shading into light yellow towards the base of 
the under mandible and on the edges of both mandibles ; the 
angle of the gape rich yellow, and the legs and feet pale 
yellow. 


8. MERULA CHRYSOLAUS. 

The Brown Japanese Ouzel was seen on migration late in 
April in a small flock of Pale Ouzels. 

Mr. Holst describes the colours of the soft parts as similar 
to those of the preceding species, anni that the yellow on 
the bill and feet is brighter. 
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16. MONTICOLA CYANUS SOLITARIUS. 


Mr. Holst obtained a male on the 19th of February, the 
only example he saw. 


20. PRATINCOLA MAURA. 

The Siberian Stonechat appeared in Tsu-sima on the 21st 
of April. 

21. RUTICILLA AUROREA. 

There are four examples of the Daurian Redstart in the 
collection, which were shot on the 7th and 25th of January, 
the 3rd of February, and the 18th of March. Mr. Holst de- 
scribes it as common during winter. 

The irides are described as brown, the bill as black, the 
angle of gape and inside of mouth as light yellow, and the 
legs and feet as black. 


23. NILTAVA CYANOMELENA. 

A solitary male of the Japanese Blue Flycatcher was shot 
on the 23rd of April. It was sitting on the branch of a 
bush, and was not at all shy. This was the only example 
seen. 

The irides are described as dull brown, the bill as jet-black, 
and the legs and feet as dusky brown. 

M. Kalinowski obtained a female of this species in Corea 
(Taczanowski, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1887, p. 605). 


25. XANTHOPYGIA NARCISSINA. 

Two males of this species, one shot on the 12th and the 
other on the 21st of May, agree with Japanese examples in 
having the eyebrow yellow. The Narcissus Flycatcher 
breeds in South China as well as in Japan, but in Corea it 
appears to be represented by the Tricoloured Flycatcher 
(Xanthopygia tricolor), which has a white eyebrow. The 
latter species is not known to have occurred in Japan, but 
was obtained in Corea by M. Kalinowski (Taczanowski, 
Proc. Zool. Soc. 1887, p. 605), and a few years later by 
Mr. Campbell. 

Mr. IIolst describes the irides as dark brown, the bill as 
black on the upper and bluish grey on the under mandible, 
and the feet as bluish grey, darker on the tarsus. 
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26. MUSCICAPA sIBIRICA. 

The Siberian Flycatcher is a summer visitor to Tsu-sima. 
There are two examples in the collection, both procured on 
the 16th of May. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as dull brown, the bill as 
black on the upper mandible, and brownish black, shading 
into yellow towards the base, on the lower mandible, the 
angle of the gape as yellow, and the legs and feet as brownish 


black. 


27. MUSCICAPA LATIROSTRIS. 

The Brown Flycatcher is a summer visitor to Tsu-sima. 
A male in the collection is dated 9th of April. 

Mr. Holst describes the bill as black, shading into greyish 
yellow towards the base of the lower mandible, and the legs 
as nearly black. 


28. 'TERPSIPHONE PRINCEPS. 

The Japanese Paradise Flycatcher is a rare summer visitor 
to Tsu-sima. There are two males in the collection, one 
dated the 20th and the other the 31st of May. Although 
this species passes along the coasts of South China on mi- 
gration, it is unknown in Corea and in every other part of 
North China. 


29. HypsiPETES AMAUROTIS. 

Four examples of this species were shot in January, two 
on the 7th of May, and one on the l4th of that month, so 
that we may infer that it is a resident in Tsu-sima. It has 
only been recorded from Corea as a winter visitor. 


32. ZOSTEROPS JAPONICA. 

This is another instance in which the birds of Tsu-sima 
agree with those of the Japanese islands, and differ from 
those of the mainland. No species of this genus has been 
recorded from Corea. 

Mr. Holst deseribes the irides as light brown, the bill as 
black, paler at the base of the lower mandible, and the legs 
as greyish blue. 
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44, CETTIA CANTANS. 

There are three examples in the collection dated l4th 
March, 7th of April, and 3lstof May. They agree in colour 
and dimensions with Japanese examples, and differ from an 
example from Corea in being much more olive, both on the 
upper and under parts, and in having the tail longer than 
the wing. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as light brown, the bill as 
dusky brown, paler towards the base of the under mandible, 
and the legs and feet as light brownish grey. 


49. REGULUS CRISTATUS ORIENTALIS. 

Four examples, all shot in April, belong to the Eastern 
race, having the nape and upper back more or less suffused 
with slaty brown. 


51. PARUS ATER PEKINENSIS. 
A male Cole Tit, shot on the 2nd of April, has a decided 
crest. 


52. PARUS ATRICEPS MINOR. 

Four examples, shot from January to May, belong to the 
Manchurian race of the Indian Great Tit, having much 
green on the mantle. 


53. PARUS VARIUS. 

This species is a resident on Tsu-sima, but is not known 
to have occurred on the mainland of China, except in Corea 
(Taczanowski, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1887, p. GOL) in winter. 
Four examples vary in length of wing from 2'9 to 3:05 
inches. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as dark brown, the bill as 
dusky, shading into light bluish grey at the edges of both 
mandibles and at the base of the under mandible, and the 
legs as light greyish blue. 


53. ACREDULA TRIVIRGATA. 

A male Long-tailed Tit shot on the 7th of April, and a 
female shot on the 15th, agree with typical examples of the 
Japanese A. trivirgata. This species has once been recorded 
from Corea (Taczanowski, Proce. Zool. Soc. 1887, p. 604), but 
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all Mr. Campbell’s skins of Acredula from that peninsula, 
including a pair from the locality given by M. Kalinowski, 
are typical examples of A. caudata, with pure white head 
and neck. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as brown, and the bill, legs, 
and feet as black, except the tarsus of the female, which is 
dusky brown. 


57. TROGLODYTES FUMIGATUS. 
A Wren in the collection does not differ from Japanese 
examples. 


62. Corvus CORONE. 
There is one example of the Carrion Crow in the collection. 


65. Corvus PASTINATOR. 
There is an example of the Eastern Rook in the collection. 


69. GARRULUS JAPONICUS. 

There are several examples of this species in the collection, 
but it is described as not common. It is not known to have 
occurred in Yezzo, nor in Corea, nor in any other part of 
the mainland of China. 


74. LANIUS SUPERCILIOSUS. 

A typical example of this species, shot on the 21st of May, 
agrecs with Japanese specimens. In Corca and other parts 
of North China Lanius lucionensis occurs, a perfectly distinct 
species with a grey instead of a chestnut crown. 


76. LANIUS BUCEPHALUS. 
There are four examples in the collection dated January, 
February, March, and April. 


77. PERICROCOTUS CINEREUS. 
A pair of Siberian Minivets were shot among the larger 
trees during migration on the 23rd of April. 


83. MOTACILLA LUGENS. 
A young female in first winter plumage was shot on the 
lith of January. 


85. MOTACILLA BOARULA. 
The Grey Wagtail arrived in Tsu-sima in the last week of 
y 2 
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April. The tail of a male obtained there measures 3°6 inches, 
and that of a female 3°5 inches. 


87. ANTHUS MACULATUS. 
An example was shot on the 8th of February. 


8&8. ANTHUS SPINOLETTA JAPONICUS. 

A male shot on the 30th of March is described as having 
light brownish-grey legs. Flocks of about a dozen were seen 
on the rochs. There is no white on the outer web of the 
penultimate tail-feather. 


102. FRINGILLA MONTIFRINGILLA. 
A female Brambling was shot on the 3rd of February. 


108. FRINGILLA SINICA. 
Common in summer. 


108. PASSER MONTANUS. 
There are three examples in the collection. 


110. EMBERIZA CIOPSIS. 

Bonaparte’s Japanese Bunting is common on Tsu-sima 
and appears to be a resident, as examples were procured in 
January, March, April, and May. It is represented in Corea 
by Emberiza cioides, with chestnut-brown instead of nearly 
black ear-coverts. Examples of the latter species were ob- 
tained in Corea during the cruise of the ‘Vettor Pisani’ 
(Giglioli and Salvadori, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1877, p. 582), by 
M. Kalinowski (Taczanowski, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1887, p. 606), 
and by Mr. Campbell. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as brown, the bill as greyish 
black on the upper and greyish blue on the under mandible, 
in both cases shading to greyish white on the edges ; legs 
greyish flesh-colour, feet darker. 


113. EMBERIZA RUSTICA. 
A male Rustic Bunting was shot on the 18th of January. 


115. EMBERIZA SULPHURATA. 

A male shot on the l4th of April is interesting as an 
example of a Japanese species which is not known to have 
occurred in Corea, nor in any other part of North China. 
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Mr. Holst describes the irides as light brown, the bill as 
dark grey on the upper and light blue on the lower mandible, 
tinged with yellow towards the base, in both cases paler at 
the edges, and the legs and feet as greyish flesh-colour. 


118. EMBERIZA ELEGANS. 

A male was shot on the 18th of March. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as brown, the bill as dusky 
grey shading into greyish yellow towards the base of the 
under mandible, and the feet as reddish yellow. 


121. EMBERIZA VARIABILIS. 

A female was shot on the 7th of January. 

Mr. Holst deseribes the irides as brown, the bill as greyish 
black, shading into light grey on the ridge between the nos- 
trils, at the angle of the gapc, on the edges of both man- 
dibles, and towards the base of the under mandible, and the 
legs and feet as pale greyish brown. 


PITTA NYMPHA. 

Specimens of this species are said to have been obtained at 
Tsu-sima by Mr. Jouy (Proc. Biol. Soc. Washington, iv. 
p. xvii). It is not known that any species of Pitta has 
occurred in Japan, but Mr. Sclater regards the Tsu-sima 
birds as identical with those found on Formosa (Sclater, Cat. 
Birds Brit. Mus. xiv. p. 425). 


132. PICUS RICHARDSI. 

Tristram’s Woodpecker is the only species known to 
be peculiar to Tsu-sima. The type (described by Canon 
Tristram, P. Z. S. 1879, p. 386) is a female with a black 
crown; but Dr. Isao Ijima, of the Science College of the 
Imperial University at Tokyo, informs me that Mr. Namiye 
has recently visited Tsu-sima, where he obtained three 
examples of this species, one of them a male with brilliant 
crown and malar stripe. 

This fine species has no very near ally in Japan, but is 
represented in Corea by a closely allied species, Thriponax 
kalinowskii, of which a male example has recently been pre- 
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sented to the British Museum by Mr. Campbell. The 
Corean species differs from its ally on Tsu-sima in having 
white tips to the 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, and 6th primaries. 


138. [YNGIPICUS KISUKI SEEBOHMI. 

This little Woodpecker is not uncommon in the forests. 
Four examples vary in length of wing from 3°25 to 3°35 
inches. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as rich dark red, the bill as 
dusky grey, paler towards the base of the under mandible, 
and the legs and feet as greenish grey. 

This is another instance in which the birds of Tsu-sima 
agree with those of Japan and differ from those of Corea. 
In the peninsula a race of Iyngipicus scintilliceps occurs, to 
which all the examples collected by Mr. Campbell must be 
referred, and all but one of those collected by M. Kali- 
nowski. This exceptional skin has been recorded as yngi- 
picus seebohmi (Taczanowski, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1887, p. 609). 


142. TURTUR ORIENTALIS. 


The Eastern Turtle-Dove is occasionally seen on Tsu-sima 
during the winter. 


156. ALCEDO ISPIDA BENGALENSIS. 


There are two examples of the Eastern race of the Common 
Kingfisher in the collection. 


177. PANDION HALIAETUs. 
The Osprey is rather common on Tsu-sima. 


180. MILVUS ATER MELANOTIS. 


The Siberian race of the Black Kite is very common on 
Tsu-sima. 


187. BUTEO VULGARIS PLUMIPES. 
The Eastern race of the Common Buzzard is plentiful on 
Tsu-sima, 


206. ARDEA JUGULARIS. 
The grey phase of the Eastern Reef-Heron is represented 
by an example in the collection. 
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235, ANAS ZONORHYNCHA. 

There is a male, shot on the 14th of February, in the col- 
lection. . 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as yellowish brown, the bill 
as jet-black, broadly tipped with light yellow, shading into 
dusky on the nail, and the feet as pink. 


236. ANAS CRECCA. 
There is a male Teal in the collection. 


237. ANAS FORMOSA. 
In cold weather hundreds of Spectacled Teal frequent the 
rice-fields. 


242. ANAS GALERICULATA. 

The Mandarin Duck was not common. 

Mr. Holst deseribes the irides as dark hrown, the bill as 
light blue, darkest towards the nail, which is light grey, 
ridge between the nostrils brownish yellow, and the legs 
and feet as greenish yellow with dark webs. 


271. ALCA ANTIQUA. 

Bering’s Guillemot was common near the shore in March. 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as dark brown, the bill as 
pale grey with a black ridge and brown base, the legs as pale 
blue in front and black behind, and the fect as pale blue 
shading into black in the middle of the webs. 


277. FRATERCULA MONOCERATA. 

A male example of the Horn-billed Puffin was shot on the 
19th of March, 

Mr. Holst describes the irides as amber, the bill as orange 
shading into light where the horny projection has been cast, 
the legs as pale yellow in front and black behind, and the 
feet as pale yellow with dusky webs. 


288. Larus CACHINNANS. 
A male was shot on the 15th of February. 


290. LARUS CRASSIROSTRIS. 
Two examples are in the collection. 
Mr. Holst deseribes the irides as light yellow, the orbits 
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as bright red, the bill as greenish towards the base, shading 
into orange on the ridge, followed by a broad black subter- 
minal band which shades into the bright red tip, the augle 
of gape as bright red, and the legs and fect as greenish 
yellow. 


329. TOTANUS HYPOLEUCUS. 

There are three examples of the Common Sandpiper in the 
collection, dated April and May. 

Very few ornithologists realize how very closely this 
species is allied to its American representative, the Spotted 
Sandpiper, Totanus macularius : they differ only in colour, 
and it would be impossible to determine to which species an 
albino of cither of them belonged. There is scarcely any 
difference in the markings of the upper parts, but adults in 
summer plumage differ widely from each other in the spots 
on the under surface. The New-World species has the 
underparts as boldly spotted as those of a Song Thrush; 
but the Old-World species has no marks on the underparts 
except on the lower throat and upper breast, and these 
markings are narrow brown shaft-streaks, very different from 
the large round spots of the Nearctic bird. 

In both species, so far as is known (we have unfortunately 
very little information respecting the winter plumage of the 
Spotted Sandpiper), these markings more or less disappear 
at the autumn moult. The young in first plumage of the 
Spotted Sandpiper has no spots or streaks on the underparts, 
and it is supposed that this is also the case with the adult in 
winter plumage. The young in first plumage of the Common 
Sandpiper is as much streaked on the throat and breast as 
the adult in summer plumage; but these streaks are very 
narrow and obscure in the winter plumage, and sometimes 
(possibly in very old birds) are quite obsolete, so that this 
character will not always serve to distinguish the two species 
in winter plumage. 

Another character which generally serves to distinguish 
the two species at all scasons is the amount of white on the 
secondaries. In the Common Sandpiper the inner secon- 
daries, especially the 8th and 9th, have much more white 
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upon them than the others have, whereas in the Spotted 
Sandpiper there is little or no difference in this respect. 
This character holds good in a series of twenty examples of 
the Nearctic specics, and may prove to be constant; but ina 
series of forty examples of the Palearctic species I have found 
two exceptions, one an immature bird shot by Mr. Swayslaud 
near Brighton, and the other a young male shot by Mr. Dixon 
near Torquay on the 15th of August. The latter example 
curiously enough, is also remarkable in having 14 tail- 
feathers. The normal number in both species is 12, four on 
each side with very conspicuous white tips, and four in the 
middle with little or no white on them. The outer tail- 
feathers are white, barred, chicfly on the inner web, with 
brown; on each succeeding feather there is less white and 
more brown, until the centre pair have nearly lost. all traces 
of bars and have become nearly uniform brown. ‘The 
Nearctic species has on an average a slightly smaller bill 
than its Palearctic ally, the former varying from 1 inch to 
1:85 from the frontal feathers, and the latter from 1 inch to 
1:95. 

Jt is possible that a constant character by which the two 
species may be diagnosed at all ages, in both seasons and of 
both sexes, is to be found in the colour of the legs and feet, 
and that of the basal half of the bill. These colours are 
slate-grey in the Common Sandpiper and ochraceous grey i 
the Spotted Sandpiper, and this difference between the two 
species is generally quite distinguishable even in old dried 
skins. 


373. PODICEPS CORNUTUS. 

There are two examples of the Sclavonian Grebe in the 
collection, one in winter plumage shot on the lth of 
February, and the other in summer plumage shot on the 
22nd of March. In both the bill is slightly decurved, and 
in both there is some white on the inner primaries. The 
latter character therefore breaks down as a distinction be- 
tween the Sclavonian and the Black-uecked Grebes in winter 
plumage. In addition to the fact that the line of the com- 
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missure is slightly recurved in the latter species and slightly 
decurved in the former, there seems to be some difference in 
the comparative lengths of the wing from the carpal joint. 
This measurement varies in Podiceps nigricollis from 5:0 to 
5°3 inches, and in Podiceps cornutus from 5:4 to 60 inches, 


375. PHASIANUS TORQUATUS. 

The Chinese Ring-necked Pheasant is common on Tsu- 
sima, and is one of the very few Chinese species which occur 
on Tsu-sima and not in Japan. 


VITI.—Descriptions of some new Species of Birds from the 
Eastern Coast of the Malayan Peninsula. By W. R. 
Davison, F.Z.S., Raffles Museum, Singapore. 


l. CAMPOPHAGA MINOR, Sp. nov. 

Dimensions, taken from tlie dry skin—Length 6°85 inches, 
wing 3'7, tail 3:5, tarsus 0°62, bill from gape 0'8. 

Head, nape, and upper back very dark sooty grey, almost 
black, gradually paling to the upper tail-coverts, which are a 
elear but still dark grey. Chin, throat, and upper breast 
about the same colour as the middle of the back, gradually 
paling to a clear but somewhat paler grey than the upper 
tail-coverts; the under tail-coverts narrowly fringed with a 
paler shade. Lores and ecar-coverts a darker shade than the 
top of the head. Wings, including all the coverts, glossy 
black ; lower surface of wings tinged with grey; lower wing- 
coverts and axillarics the same shade of grey as the breast. 
Tail-feathers glossy black, like the wings, the central pair 
and the next pair entirely so, the others narrowly tipped 
with grey of the same tint as the under tail-coverts. 


2. GERYGONE PECTORALIS, Sp. nov. 

Similar to G. flaveola, Cab. (cf. Sharpe, Brit. Mus. Cat. 
Birds, vol. iv. p. 21-4, pl. v. fig. 2), but differs from that species 
in having the sides of the breast olive-grey, forming a broad 
pectoral band, interrupted only m the centre of the breast ; 
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